
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

June 25, 2025 

Re: Information About the City of Henderson’s Proposed Fire Code Ordinance 

Citizens, Business Owners, Contractors and other Interested Parties,  

Code Update 

To remain compliant with the Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) 477.030 the City is proposing to 

adopt the most recent International Fire Code (IFC) issued by the International Code Council 

(ICC) within two years of publication. Previously the City adopted the 2021 IFC within two 

years of its publication as required by NRS 477.030. The effective date will be January 2, 2026. 

The City adopts various national model codes to regulate construction, including the IFC. These 

codes are updated nationally every three years. The IFC has recently been updated. The 2024 

edition of the IFC was first printed in October 2023. 

The City of Henderson and most jurisdictions across the state in both northern and southern 

Nevada are in the process of updating their adopted fire code to increase conformity. 

The Fire Prevention Association of Southern Nevada, the Southern Nevada Building Officials 

and industry professionals have jointly reviewed the 2024 edition of the IFC. A committee was 

formed in October 2023 consisting of a representative from each southern Nevada jurisdiction 

and multiple industry representatives.  Upon the conclusion of the committees’ work, their 

recommended amendment package was reviewed by a steering committee and by fire and 

building code officials. Following these reviews a public review meeting was held to further 

solicit input from the community and business owners, facility operators and industry 

professionals. As a result of these meetings and the input received the committee made further 

changes to their proposed amendments and a booklet of proposed changes has been developed 

for adoption. The changes in the booklet address: topographic conditions; geologic conditions; 

climatic conditions; special uses and occupancies; correlate model codes or State law; unique 

designs or systems not anticipated in the codes; consistency in regional interpretation and 

application of the codes.  

Permit 

The only new permit added with the proposed adoption is an operational permit to conduct 

carnivals and fairs. This is a base code requirement found in the published 2024 IFC. Per NRS 

447.030 the City cannot be less stringent than the base IFC code. The current Henderson 

Municipal Code (HMC) 15.32 regulations require an operational permit for mobile food 

preparation vehicles (added an exception to recognize permits issued by other Nevada agencies), 

fire suppression and extinguishing systems (i.e., sprinkler systems and pumps), mobile fueling 



  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

vehicles (added an exception to recognize permits issued by other Nevada agencies) and 

operational permits for new and existing buildings. The current HMC 15.32 regulations also 

require an operational permit for new and existing buildings. Internal processes regulate new and 

existing buildings based on hazards and risks. 

Fees 

No new fees are included in the City’s proposed fire code adoption. The fire apparatus standby 

fee shown in the fire code ordinance is the same fee is as found in the current HMC 15.32. 

Note: Recently enacted ordinance 4075 revised fees across the DSC that have not been changed 

for over 20 years, including fire permit fees. After an extensive multiyear study, some fees were 

decreased, and some fees were increased. Ordinance 4075 was approved by the City in May 

2025 and has an effective date of October 1, 2025. 

Enforcement Powers 

No new enforcement powers are enacted with the proposed code. The code compliance agency 

section is essentially the same as found in the current HMC 15.32. Minor changes are proposed 

to the ‘determination of compliance / substantial compliance’ section to follow the base IFC 

code. 

Restructuring 

The City’s proposed adoption does not restructure how fire safety will be regulated. 

Guidelines 

The fire safety division issues guidance documents to assist with code application. In January 

2025, seven guidelines were released in response to input received during the September 2024 

contractors’ roundtable. This roundtable was held to address concerns related to consistency and 

uniformity. During the roundtable requests were received for guidance documents. Staff listened, 

implemented contractors’ recommendations and published guidelines as part of our continuous 

improvement processes. 

I would encourage business owners or impacted individuals to reach out to me if you have any 

questions or if you are seeking accurate information about the City’s proposed fire code 

adoption.  

Sincerely,  

Lynn Nielson 

Manager of Plans Examining Services 

lynn.nielson@cityofhenderson.com  

mailto:lynn.nielson@cityofhenderson.com

