
CODE UPDATE

Why is the City updating the fire code?

The City is updating the fire code to remain compliant with the Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) 477.030, which 

requires the adoption of the most recent International Fire Code (IFC) within two years of its publication. The 

IFC was published by the International Code Council, October 2023.

Who is involved in reviewing and recommending code changes?

A regional committee including representatives from all southern Nevada jurisdictions, industry professionals 

and code officials. The committee’s recommendations were reviewed by a steering committee, formed by the 

Southern Nevada Building Officials and representing each of the major jurisdictions in Southern Nevada, and 

further refined through a public review meeting.

What changes are included in the proposed amendments?

	� The updated proposed amendments made by the regional committee address:

•	Topographic, geologic and climatic conditions

•	Special uses and occupancies

•	Correlation with model codes and State law

•	Unique system designs not anticipated by the base codes

•	Regional consistency in interpretation and application of codes

•	Local fire response capabilities

PERMITS

Are there any new permits being proposed?

Yes. A new operational permit to conduct carnivals and fairs will be required under the proposal. Per NRS 

447.030, the City cannot be less strict than the base IFC code.

Are any existing permit processes changing?

Minor changes, including recognizing permits issued by other Nevada agencies for mobile food prep. vehicles 

and mobile fueling vehicles. Existing permit requirements for fire impression systems and new/existing 

buildings remain in place.
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FEES

Will there be any new fees associated with the updated fire code?

No. The proposed adoption does not introduce any new fees and is not part of the recently enacted ordinance 

4075 revised fees. 

ENFORCEMENT POWERS

Are any enforcement powers included in this proposal?

No new enforcement powers are included in this proposal. Minor changes are proposed to better align with 

the base IFC, specifically in the “determination of compliance/substantial compliance” section.

RESTRUCTURING

Will the structure of fire safety regulation change?

No. The City’s regulatory structure for fire safety will remain the same.

GUIDELINES

Will there be support to help businesses understand the new code?

Yes. The Fire Safety Division released seven new guidance documents to address concerns related to 

consistency and uniformity. Business owners or impacted individuals are encouraged to reach out to the City’s 

Building & Fire Safety/Development Services Center for accurate information or clarification regarding the 

proposed fire code adoption.

These code changes are expected to go into effect January 2026. 

For any additional questions or if you are seeking accurate information about the City’s proposed fire 

code adoption, please contact Building & Fire Safety/Development Services Center Manager of Plans 

Examining Services, Lynn.Nielson@cityofhenderson.com.
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